
James E. Rosenberg
jr@amanue.com
555 Davidson Road
Grindstone, PA  15442
June 22, 2017

Mike Forbeck
Environmental Program Manager, Waste Management
DEP Southwest Regional Office 
400 Waterfront Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222

This letter1 concerns the application for permit number WMGR123SW025, and I request that it be placed in that 
file.

1. On 04/29/2015, DEP received a permit application from Chevron Appalachia LLC (“Chevron”) for a project 
known as the Dog Bone Waterline, under Permit Number ESX15-051-0009, Authorization ID 1071252. The permit 
was issued on 7/23/2015.

2. Fayette County was notified about the Dog Bone Waterline under Act 14 via certified mail dated April 16, 2015 
(a copy of which is here attached as Attachment 3). In this notification:

A. The material to flow through the pipeline was described as simply “water”.

B. There was no indication for any segment of this pipeline in which direction contents would be flowing.

C. The pipeline was indicated as connecting at its southeast terminus to an existing pipeline known as “4-H 
(Young)”.

3. On 04/25/2017, DEP received a permit application from Chevron for a project known as the Dogbone2 
Centralized Water Facility, under Permit Number WMGR123SW025, Authorization ID 1179749. That permit is 
currently under your review under the Waste Management Program in the Southwest Regional Office of the DEP.

4. Fayette County was notified about the Dogbone Centralized Water Facility under Act 14 via certified mail dated 
February 15, 2017 (a copy of which is here attached as Attachment 4). In this notification:

A. The material to be stored is described as “flowback, produced water, brine, and freshwater”.

B. The material to be stored is not described as Residual Waste.

C. The outline of the facility on the topographic map supplied with the Act 14 notification clearly intersects 
with the route of the Dog Bone Waterline as shown on the topographic map supplied with the Act 14 
notification for the Dog Bone Waterline. The topographic maps of the two projects are integrated into a 
single topographic map here attached as Attachment 1, clearly showing the intersection of the two facilities.

D. The Dogbone Centralized Water Facility is described in the Act 14 notification as if it were a stand-alone 
facility, not connected to other facilities about which Fayette County has been notified.

5. There is an obvious concern that the “intersection” of the routing of the Dog Bone Waterline and the Dogbone 
Centralized Water Facility is not a coincidence, and that in fact Chevron intends to connect the two facilities.

1 There are 4 attachments. Attachments 1-2 are newly provided in this letter; Attachments 3-4 should already be present in DEP 
application files, and are here provided for convenience.

2 The inconsistency in spelling “dog bone” is evidently Chevron’s.



6. In the event the two facilities are to be connected, this means that the Dog Bone Waterline is acting as a 
component in a Residual Waste Reuse Distribution System. It has not been permitted for this use. Fayette County 
has not been informed that this is the intended use of the Dog Bone Waterline, and the Act 14 notifications of both 
projects have been deficient.

7. In the event the two facilities are to be connected, DEP must deny the application for WMGR123SW025 and 
require Chevron to submit a new application for the two facilities as a single integrated project as a Residual Waste 
Reuse Distribution System.

8. At its southeast terminus, the Dog Bone Waterline is described as connecting to an existing pipeline known as “4-
H (Young)”, permitted via Erosion & Sedimentation permit number ESX13-051-0006, issued on 11/4/2013. On 
5/5/2016, Chevron was issued DEP permit GP04260715001 for its MONONGAHELA RIVER (4-H) WATER 
WITHDRAWAL PROJECT GP4, which eMapPa shows as located in the Monongahela River3, and is described in 
its eFACTS record as an “Intake Structure”4. Is this intake structure in fact connected to the 4-H (Young) Pipeline? 
It would appear this is the case. In this event, if the Dogbone Centralized Water Facility and the Dog Bone 
Waterline are to be connected, this establishes a potential hydrological pathway directly from the Dogbone 
Centralized Water Facility straight into the Monongahela River. Discharge of any brine, produced water, or 
flowback into the Monongahela River is clearly illegal under the Clean Streams Law, as DEP surely does not need 
to be reminded. If the two facilities are to be connected, DEP must evaluate how such a discharge will be prevented, 
and how the public may monitor that it is not happening and cannot happen in the future.

9. In the event the two facilities are not to be connected, DEP must deny the application for WMGR123SW025 and 
require Chevron to submit a new application in which there is no intersection between the boundaries of the 
Dogbone Centralized Water Facility and the routing for the Dog Bone Waterline. Any acceptance of such a new 
permit application must be made conditional on there being no connection between the Dogbone Centralized Water 
Facility and the Dog Bone Waterline.

10. In any event, Chevron must be required to renotify Fayette County so that:

A. The county is properly informed as to the correct contents of the Dog Bone Waterline.

B. The county is properly informed as to the direction of water flow in all segments of the Dog Bone 
Waterline.

C. The county is properly informed as to whether the Dog Bone Waterline will in fact function as a 
Residual Wastewater Reuse Distribution line, and if not what means will be undertaken to preclude this use.

11. Please be informed that the Fayette County Office of Planning, Zoning, and Community Development has 
informed Chevron that the Dogbone Centralized Water Facility will require a Special Exception as a Public/Private 
Works under the Fayette County Zoning Code5. An E-mail to this effect from Sara Rosiek, Director of the Fayette 
County Office of Planning, Zoning, and Community Development, is here attached as Attachment 2.

Sincerely,

James E. Rosenberg

3 http://www.depgis.state.pa.us/emappa/?cid=279986&sid=810151&pid=803879&subid=1183139.
4 This is evidently the same facility as the Water Management Plan identified in PASDA records as WMP_ID: 2799865, SF_Name: 

“MONONGAHELA RIVER SOURCE 47”, WUDS_SFID: 63967, WUDS_PFID: 62289.
5 The requirement for a Special Exception is irrespective of the question of whether the Dogbone Centralized Water Facility will or will 

not be connected to the Dog Bone Waterline.



Attachment 1

Integrated Map of the Dog Bone Waterline and Dogbone Centralized Water Facility





Attachment 2

E-mail from Sara Rosiek, Director of the Fayette Count Office of Planning, Zoning, & 
Community Development,

Regarding Necessity of a Special Exception for the Dogbone Centralized Water Facility



From: "Sara Rosiek" <srosiek@fayettepa.org>
To: "'Jim Rosenberg'" <jr@amanue.com>
Subject: RE: DOGBONE CENTRALIZED WATER FACILITY
Date: Thu, 1 Jun 2017 13:28:33 -0400
X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook 15.0

Jim,

I talked to Chevron and they plan on beginning the process to apply for a
Special Exception for a public/private works facility.

-----Original Message-----
From: Jim Rosenberg [mailto:jr@amanue.com] 
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2017 12:00 AM
To: Sara Rosiek <srosiek@fayettepa.org>
Subject: DOGBONE CENTRALIZED WATER FACILITY

Sara: Thanks very much for sending me the Act 14 Notification for the
DOGBONE CENTRALIZED WATER FACILITY. I am showing the parcel number for this
as 19160040. (You will probably want to verify this.) I'm told that the
zoning field in the Fayette County Tax Assessment Office Property Search web
page is not always up to date, so this will require verification also: 
that web page lists zoning for this parcel as A-1.

To my reading of the definition of Public/Private Works in amendment ZA
09-3 of section 1000-108 of the Fayette County Zoning Code, this project
clearly qualifies as a Public/Private Works, and thus will require a Special
Exception. Can you verify this please? If this is correct, has Chevron been
informed that they will need a Special Exception?

FYI, I am showing DEP permit number WMGR123SW025 for this project. This is
evidently a permit of type "RW General Permit Processing Registration" 
which was received by DEP on 04/25/2017, and has evidently not yet been
issued.

I should note that there is a serious concern about whether the county has
been properly notified about the scope of this project. In a letter dated
April 16, 2015, Chevron notified about its application to DEP for an Erosion
& Sedimentation Permit for a project known as the Dog Bone Waterline. This
project is described as a "water pipeline". Meanwhile, the DOGBONE
CENTRALIZED WATER FACILITY is described as containing "flowback, produced
water, brine, and freshwater". Notifications for both of these projects
included topographic maps; if you view the maps side by side, it is clear
that the intended routing for the Dog Bone Waterline intersects the
indicated boundary of the DOGBONE CENTRALIZED WATER FACILITY. The obvious
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inference here is that the "water pipeline" will be *connected* to the
"centralized water facility", and that the type of "water" carried by the
Dog Bone Waterline may in fact include brine, flowback, and produced water.
If I am not mistaken, flowback and produced water are characterized by DEP
as "residual waste". Flowback and produced water can be both toxic and
radioactive. The implication here is that these two projects, when viewed
together, form a single project constituting a Residual Waste Reuse
Distribution System, and as such should be evaluated together as a single
unified project.

-Thanks, Jim

---
This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
https://www.avast.com/antivirus
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Attachment 3

Act 14 Notification Received by Fayette County for the Dog Bone Waterline









































































Attachment 4

Act 14 Notification Received by Fayette County for the Dogbone Centralized Water 
Facility






















